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Prior to 1900, people engaged in a Christmas holiday 
tradition known as the Christmas "Side Hunt"

 They would choose sides and go afield with their guns.



whoever brought in the 
biggest pile of feathered 
(and furred) quarry won.



Conservation was in its beginning stages
many observers and scientists were becoming 
concerned about declining bird populations. 



Beginning on Christmas Day 1900, ornithologist Frank 
Chapman,  proposed a new holiday tradition-a "Christmas 
Bird Census"-that would count birds in the holidays rather 
than hunt them.

Frank Chapman, Ornithologist
1864-1945



So began the Christmas Bird Count



The Christmas Bird 
Count is conducted by 
volunteer birdwatchers

The purpose is to provide 
population data for use in 
science



Each individual count is 
performed in a "count circle" 
with a diameter of 15 miles 

At least ten volunteers, 
including a compiler to 
manage things, count in 
each circle. Jerry Edde, retired fisheries 

manager from the U.S. Forest 
Service, conducts our annual 
Gogebic Range bird count from 
his home in Bessemer.





They break up into small parties and follow assigned routes,  
counting every bird they see. 



Counts can be held on any day from 
December 14 to January 5 

In most count circles, some people also watch feeders 
instead of following routes.



2003 Results

Pine Grosbeak



2004 Results



2005 Results



2006 Results



2007??

no survey conducted



2008 Results



2009 Results



American goldfinch536
Black-capped chickadee171
European starling149
Mourning dove134
Bluejay56
common raven34
american crow31
rock dove27
white-breasted nuthatch27
hairy woodpecker23
downy woodpecker22
red-breasted nuthatch18
house sparrow12
pine grosbeak10
american turkey9
pine sisken8
evening grosbeak3
northern cardinal3
northern shrike2
pileated woodpecker2
gray jay1
yellow-bellied sapsucker1
red-bellied sapsucker1
purple finch1
great horned owl1
great blue heron1
ring-necked pheasant1
dark-eyed junco1
ruffed grouse1

2010 CBC Results



2011 Results



2012 Results



2013 Results



Black-capped chickadee: 224 European Starling: 18

American Goldfinch: 160 Pileated woodpecker: 11

Mourning Dove:  86 Common redpoll: 8

Blue jay: 76 Bald Eagle: 5

American crow:  73 Slate-colored junco: 5

Rock dove: 70 Ruffed Grouse: 4

American Turkey: 40 Northern cardinal: 3

Purple finch: 35 Pine grosbeak: 1

White-breasted nuthatch: 32 Red bellied woodpecker: 1

Downy woodpecker: 30 Evening Grosbeak: 1

Pine siskin: 28 House sparrow: 1

Hairy woodpecker: 27

Common Raven: 25

**snowy owl and American robin 

were spotted a week before the count day

2014 Results
survey conducted on 
Saturday - 12/20



2015 results
survey 
conducted on 
12/26

**el nino year

Varied Thrush

extremely uncommon



Wild Turkeys show up in big numbers for bird count 
-Ironwood Daily Globe

conducted on New Year's Eve 

2016 results



Numbers down for annual bird count
-Ironwood Daily Globe

2017 survey conducted on 12/23/17

black-capped chickadee 244

American goldfinch 149

Wild turkey 131

American crow 46

Downy woodpecker 38

European starling 37

Mourning dove 35

Rock dove (pigeon) 33

Hairy woodpecker 32

Bluejay 32

Comon redpoll 31

Red-breasted nuthatch 24

Common raven 18

White-breasted nuthatch 17

Pine grosbeak 15

Pileated woodpecker 14

Red-bellied woodpecker 6

Pine siskin 5

Evening grosbeak 3

Bald eagle 3

Common merganser 3

Ruffed grouse 2



Two bird enthusiasts try to defeat the cocky, cutthroat world record 
holder in a year-long bird-spotting competition.


